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Inaugural address by
Prof.dr. Willem B. Drees

Naked Ape or Techno Sapiens?
 The Relevance of Human Humanities



Willem B. Drees (1954) is Professor of Philosophy of the Humanities at Tilburg University, 
dean of the Tilburg School of Humanities, and the editor of Zygon: Journal of Religion and 
Science. Drees studied theoretical physics at Utrecht University, theology at the Universities of 
Amsterdam and Groningen, and earned doctorates in theology and in philosophy (Groningen, 
1989, cum laude; Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, 1994).

Drees came to Tilburg University from Leiden University, where he has been professor of 
Philosophy of Religion, Ethics, and the Encyclopedia of Theology (2001-2014), dean of the 
Faculty of Theology/ Religious Studies (2005-2008), and vice-dean of the Faculty of Humanities 
(2009-2013). Previously, he has held the Nicolette Bruining Chair for Philosophy of Religion from 
a Liberal Protestant perspective at Twente University (1995-2001). He twice received a Fulbright 
grant, for research in Berkeley, Chicago and Princeton. His � rst dissertation won the Prins 
Bernhardfonds Prijs (renamed Keetje Hodson prize) and the prize of the Legatum Stolpianum. 
He has delivered the Samuel Ferguson Lectures in Manchester, UK and the Andreas Idreos 
Lectures in Oxford, UK. Drees was Dickinson Distinguished Visiting Professor at Dartmouth 
College, Hanover, NH, USA, and held a visiting fellowship at Gadjah Mada University, 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia.
Among his publications are Religion and Science: A Guide to the Debates (Routledge, 2010), 
Religion, Science and Naturalism (Cambridge University Press, 1996), and Beyond the Big Bang: 
Quantum Cosmologies and God (Open Court, 1990), and over twenty edited volumes including 
Is Nature Ever Evil? Religion, Science and Value (Open Court, 2003), Technology, Trust and Religion 
(Leiden University Press, 2009), and, with Pieter Sjoerd van Koningsveld, The Study of Religion 
and the Training of Muslim Clergy in Europe: Academic and Religious Freedom in the 21st Century 
(Leiden University Press, 2008). Additional information can be found at www.drees.nl.
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